
The Bayview-Hunters Point community wants a park that will 
provide a variety of recreation and nature experiences. 

C H A P T E R  5 :   C O M M U N I T Y  D E S I R E S



provide opportunities to engage in a wide variety of activities, some that only 

Community design process: The Shipyard 
Waterfront Park Project asked community 
members, “What kind of park do you want?” 

-

environmental engineers contribute an analysis of the site and propose alternative 

c h a p t e r  5 :
c o m m u n i t y  d e s i r e s
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-

phases of development in which these alternatives will be 



Neighborhood residents have been 
generous in sharing their visions for 

and 19 gave in-depth interviews con-
-

pants represent every part of Bayview-
Hunters Point, a wide range of ages, and 

-

the Shipyard Citizens Advisory Committee, the 

-

Survey Feedback
-

cross-section of the community the opportunity to re-
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The survey given to Bayview-Hunters Point residents asked:

If part of Parcel E becomes a park,
What kind of park do you want it to be?

the public appreciated the opportunity to share their 

facilities would you use? What sports would you play?      

What events would you attend? Would you or your fam-

The survey form provided answers for the respondents to 
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activities desired by hunters point residents



-

playgrounds, live music, picnics, family reunion, viewing 

The community’s desire for the most basic facilities is not 

for public recreation facilities is more intense in neighbor-

the option of holding a barbecue or a family reunion in 

While it is clear the community desires the playgrounds, 
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Ideas for park activities that community added to survey options:
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Ideas for sports that community added to survey options:
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-
gospel concerts and recreation facilities designed for dis-

is that the Bayview-Hunters Point community envisions a 
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events desired by hunters point residents



-

Another message conveyed by the survey responses is 

range of recreational choices is separate from the desire 

respondents indicated that they or their family members 
-

that needs additional investigation since the creation of 
employment and business opportunities has been and 
continues to be a very high priority for Shipyard rede-
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Ideas for events that community added to survey options:



Public Workshops
-

Bayview-Hunters Point residents – some had lived in the 
neighborhood for decades, others had recently moved 

-

recounted watching the familiar shoreline and its beaches 
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-

-
munity food production, organic cafes, and free transit to 

monitoring station that would demonstrate the condition 

-
-

the maritime history of the site should be remembered in 
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In-depth interviews

complete environmental clean-up, increased access to 

learn in greater detail about community needs and 

minutes, and, in general, they demonstrate widespread 

developed on land that has undergone clean-up to the 
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H u n t e r s  P o i n t  R e s i d e n t s . . .

b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  l a r g e  r e g i o n a l  p a r k  ( b e t w e e n  1 0 0  a n d  1 6 0 
a c r e s )  w o u l d  a t t r a c t  p e o p l e ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  a n d  j o b s .

f a v o r  e x p a n d i n g  a  p a r k  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  6 0 - a c r e  o p e n  s p a c e 
t o  m o s t  o r  a l l  o f  P a r c e l  E  ( 1 67  a c r e s )  i f  i t  w i l l  l e a d  t o  a  m o r e 
c o m p l e t e  c l e a n - u p  o f  P a r c e l  E .

w o u l d  n o t  f e e l  s a f e  u s i n g  a  6 0 - a c r e  p a r k  b e c a u s e  i t  w o u l d  b e 
a  n a r r o w ,  ( o f t e n  o n l y  5 0 - 1 0 0  f e e t  w i d e )  d e a d - e n d  o p e n  s p a c e 
t h a t  w o u l d  a t t r a c t  f e w  v i s i t o r s .  

9 5 %

7 0 %

8 1 %

agreed with statement:



           respondents oppose the Navy capping contami-

           would improve the Bay’s water quality, create 
           wildlife habitat and provide recreational and 

by the Shipyard Redevelopment Plan would have an 

that larger size and increased visitorship would increase 

uncomfortable with the shape of the 60-acre open space 

They also have reservations about the potential impact of 

that such a route would have no detrimental impacts on 

-

nature education, the creation of a stormwater treatment 

the community have found support from all sectors of the 
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The location and features of a Parcel E park can help to transform 
San Francisco’s entire southern waterfront into a major 

recreational and environmental resource.

C H A P T E R  6 :   S I T E  C O N D I T I O N S  + 
O P P O R T U N I T I E S



Parcel E is uniquely situated to host a regional 
park that offers generous habitat and diverse 
recreational opportunities

relationship to other land uses within the Shipyard and to other open space along 

c h a p t e r  6 : 
s i t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
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restored habitat
wetland

sports

bird habitat
cultural
activities

nursery + 
educational

center

picnics + bbq

The site is perfectly located to 
become part of a much larger 
southern Bay shore park system

-

-

The shoreline around the South Basin has been inacces-
sible and dilapidated due to Navy ownership, pollution, 

shoreline along Parcel E could potentially create a criti-

spaces, as well as connecting to some internal hillside 
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Combining the resources of open 
spaces along the South Basin 

shoreline would create a much 
larger park system, greatly 
increasing the habitat and 

recreational value of each space



-

cultural, recreational, and educational programs, similar 

Beyond the Hunters Point neighborhood itself, the de-
velopment of Parcel E acreage as a publicly accessible 

-
-

distance around South Basin would provide an important 

-

Architecture + artifacts
Within such a large and interconnected system, San 

identity of having once been a Naval Shipyard, home to 

re-gunning pier off of Parcel D is the most visible artifact 

immediate sense of the history of the site at the height of 
its wartime activity, and it provides a unique and power-

Although the re-gunning crane is not located inside of 
Parcel E, it is visually connected to Parcel E and to the 

beyond Parcel E to include the re-gunning crane could 
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the re-gunning crane on Parcel D is a highly 
visible icon of shipyard history

si
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1/4 mile
1/2 mile

1 mile

2 miles

highway
caltrain
3rd street lightrail

bay trail
proposed bay trail
bus routes

Transportation to and around 
Hunters Point is being improved

runners, and roller bladers for recreation or as a part of 

neighborhood amenity is to be realized, a diversity of 

Bayview-Hunters Point neighborhood will be able to ac-

Regionally, the Shipyard is accessible by public transit 
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corridor that draws visitors to the area and, potentially, also to 

regional park

link with larger park system

architecture + artifacts

transportation

yosemite watershed

habitat value

yosemite slough

habitat potential

vegetation + soils

topography + views

design factors si
te

 o
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

ie
s

65

The Bay Trail will eventually be con-

trail, providing views, habitat, and 
recreational opportunities for those who 
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drains into the Yosemite Slough and South Basin.

Hunters Point in 1896



All of the water that falls in the 
Yosemite Watershed impacts 
the health of Parcel E

-
shed is the area of land that catches rain that drains into 

within the Yosemite Watershed used to drain into the Yo-

South Basin, which is the lower catchment area of the 

-
ground in a sewage and stormwater culvert into a much 

uplands and the marsh that once cleaned it en route to 

and rooftops, carrying various contaminants, directly into 

Basin eliminated riparian habitat once provided for birds 

Yosemite Slough is a remnant channel of the marsh that 

Parcel E, the Slough is contaminated from years of indus-

The Slough will soon undergo environmental restoration 

to the future health of any development on Parcel E, and 

The site could increase the value 
of adjacent habitat areas
Despite its contamination, the Parcel E open space site is 

-
-

tershed, it shares a shoreline with Yosemite Slough, whose 

-

and plant species, increasing the environmental health of 
the area and providing educational and recreational op-
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is proposing bands of vegetation to 
promote the development of wildlife 

Planting plan for the Yosemite SloughRestoration of Yosemite Slough
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habitat potential for endangered and threatened species, 

and capacity to support larger numbers of visitors and a 

Yosemite Slough and 
South Basin restoration

to Parcel E to the northwest, could inform the shore-edge 

Slough consists of coastal scrub, grassland, tidal salt 
marsh, fresh water marsh, woodland, and restored 

biodiversity, and the restoration design is intended to 
integrate human use with bird and wildlife habitat, while 

with dominant native plant species corresponding to cer-
tain elevations above tide, in contiguous bands along the 

to restore habitat along the southern edge of the South 

Eventually, the Bay Trail is planned to pass through the 

These combined efforts provide an opportunity for 

the concept of habitat bands along the northern edge of 
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Parcel E has great potential for 
habitat health and richness
The South Basin is an important habitat site for many 

shoreline and open waters, salt marshes, uplands, and 

found 169 different wildlife species, including harbor 

the entire South Basin will increase the health and pro-
ductivity of foraging grounds for birds migrating along 

site
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Like Crissy Field on San Francisco’s northern waterfront 
(shown here), South Basin and Parcel E are located along the 

and Central and South America.



will, in turn, increase the biodiversity and beauty of the 

E include special status species, such as the peregrine 

birds include the great blue heron and great-egret, and

shorebirds such as the spotted sandpiper and long-billed 

its locations, its importance as a component of a larger 
wildlife ecosystem in the urbanized conditions of San 

regional park

link with larger park system
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Naturally protected areas along the South Basin which currently host many bird 



Parcel E , view from Parcel A.

Soils on Parcel E are disturbed 
and support only weedy 
vegetation

development, and industrial activities on Parcel E have 

are contaminated and contain little organic material, and 

Parcel E is dominated by weedy areas, pavement and 
abandoned building lots littered with industrial scrap 

there consists primarily of non-native, invasive vegetation, 

grasses, including wild oat, Mediterranean barley, and 

site
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urban land

urban land to orthents

soils

weedy
non-native annual grass

intertidal

vegetation
saline emergent wetland
weedy with trees
landscaped

This area provides some small mammal and bird habitat 

A very small area in the northwest corner of Parcel E is 

of limited value due to their contamination, they dem-
onstrate the potential for the successful development 

to the Yosemite Slough wetlands and salt marshes, the 
northwest corner of Parcel E is the ideal location for a 

this area to provide safe foraging and nesting grounds, 
while accommodating nature trails, bird blinds, and a 

si
te
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-
strates the natural ability of 

After removal of contamination, 
this is the ideal area for devel-
opment of a larger wetlands 



Parcel E ParkParcel A Development

across Parcel E

blank slate for development of 
a park

-

asphalt paving and structures with unpaved areas only 
sparsely vegetated with invasive species or unvegetated, 

-

Most of Parcel E lies between 5 and 12 feet above sea 
-

cant amount of storm water, as well as runoff from Parcel 

-

Parcel E will provide a foreground for Parcel A’s views 

site
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
itie

s
74
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parcel e elevations

parcel a hillside

area designated as 
open space

Parcel E boundary
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connection to African Marketplace
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a promenade 
concentrate civic activity along an urban edge, 
buffer the natural areas of the site from the 
street, and create a transitional zone between 

both commercial activity such as cafes or art 

a 20-acre stormwater treatment wetland that 

wetland would be the center of environmental 
education and would integrate nature trails, 
a nature center, an environmental monitoring 
station to continually assess site health, and 

a continuous habitat corridor along the shore 

around the South Basin and stabilizing the 

create diverse wildlife habitat and buffer the 
upland recreational areas from the more pro-

upland activity zones for passive recreation 

habitat corridor below is protected by the 
inland and elevated location of the recreational 

richly vegetated wind breaks to buffer the 
activity zones from strong western winds, to give 
topographic character to the site and sculpted to 

shore-edge Bay Trail connection continuous with 

a new system of  to provide el-
evated access to the water and to tie together 
the various activities that run along the shoreline 
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park concept development
In addition to Parcel E’s habitat potential, an absence 

community needs for sports facilities, lawns, and gather-

system that will enhance its habitat health and its recre-

Each of these factors necessitate measures to increase the  

coves would be protected by bands of vegetation that 

coves alternate along the shore edge with slight upland 
promontories, which are the ideal location for recre-
ational activities, elevated above shore edge habitat 

-
tion and creating berms to decrease the interference of 

regional park
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center for the Shipyard, and connections between the 

and beautiful stop along the way, and bring hundreds of 

edge and a transitional zone between the street and 

This summarizes the site conditions that create the basic 

regional park
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